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The Sick in their Agony and Persecuted Christians 
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To be recited every morning when you wake up 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer Thee all my 
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day, for all the intentions 
of Thy Sacred Heart in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

throughout the world, and in reparation for my sins.  
I offer them particularly   

for the sick in their agony and persecuted Christians 

Remember that all the good works and prayers  
from your treasure sheets are given each month to Bishop Fellay  

and His Excellency offers them at his Mass  
on the first Saturday of every month. 

Publisher : Father Paul BIERER 
Eucharistic Crusade, 12 Tivoli Terrace South, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 

* +
+" +, ��		-�, +%.#
%�

���(����������������������������������� �

Treasure 
Sheets 

returned 

Morning 
Offering Masses 

Communions 
Sacrifices 

Decades 
of the 
Rosary 

Visits to 
 Blessed 

Sacrament 

15 mins 
of medita-

tion 

Good 
Example 

Sac. Spirit. 

29 822 206 194 569 1461 4309 41 62 623 
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THE LIFE OF ST DOMINIC SAVIO,  
by Don BOSCO 

 
Chapter 6 - My First Meeting with Dominic Savio. Some 
Curious Incidents Connected With It. 
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�� he matter contained in the following 
chapters is based upon more personal 
and complete evidence, for almost all 

the incidents occurred under my notice, and 
also in the presence of a large number of boys 
who are unanimous in their attestation of them. 
It was in 1854 that Fr. Cugliero, the priest who 
relates the incidents mentioned in the foregoing 
chapter, came to see me about a pupil of his. 
"Here in your Oratory," he said, "there might 
possibly be boys equal to him, but I can safely 
assert that there is none to excel him; in fact 
you find him to be another St. Aloysius." 
At that time I used to take my boys occasional-
ly to Murialdo. It was a little country place, 
where a short time was spent for the benefit of 
enjoying the country air and open life; and 
there we usually made the Novena in prepara-
tion for, and celebrated the Feast of the Holy 
Rosary. It was accordingly arranged that while 
I was at Murialdo, Dominic should be brought 
over from Mondonio to see me. 
lt was therefore at Murialdo, on the first Mon-
day in October 1864, that I became acquainted 
with Dominic Savio. He was accompanied by 
his father, and as they came up to speak to me, 
I noticed his pleasant, but respectful manner, 
and something in his demeanour fixed my 
attention upon him. When he came up I put a 
question to him, to which he answered: "I am 
the boy of whom Fr. Cugliero has spoken to 
you. I have come with my father from Mondo-
nio."  We walked together and I questioned him 
about his studies, and his desires for the future, 
and we were immediately on the most friendly 
and confidential terms. I may say that I at once 
recognised a boy after God's own heart, and I 
could not help being struck by the workings of 
grace, already manifest in one of such tender 
years. 
After some minutes conversation, and before I 
could turn aside to speak to his father, he said 
to me: "Well, what do you think of the matter; 
will you take me to Turin to study?" I replied 
that I thought there was very good material to 
work upon. "And what do you think you can 
make of it?" Seeing that he fully grasped my 

m e a n i n g  I  s a i d : 
"Something beautiful and 
acceptable to God." To 
this he replied: "Then I 
must be the material and you are to fashion it; 
take me with you therefore." "But," I said, "I 
am afraid that your delicate health would not 
stand the strain of much study." "I don't think 
we need fear on that point," he said. "God's 
given me health and every assistance till now, 
and He will surely help me in the future." I then 
asked him what he thought of doing when his 
preliminary course was finished. To this he 
replied: "If I could hope for such a favour from 
God, I ardently desire to become a priest." 
"Very well," I replied; "now I want to see whe-
ther you are able to learn quickly; take this 
little book and study this page of it; tomorrow I 
shall see if you know it. 
I then sent him to see the other boys and to join 
in their games, while I talked to his father. But 
a little surprise awaited me, for hardly ten mi-
nutes had elapsed when Dominic came back, 
and said with his usual pleasant manner: "If 
you like I will recite that page to you now." I 
took the book in some astonishment, and this 
only increased when he recited the page by 
heart, and could explain any passage in it. 
"Well done," I said, "as you have anticipated 
your lesson, I shall anticipate my answer. I will 
take you to Turin and you will be one of my 
chosen boys; you must pray that God will help 
both you and me to do His Holy Will." 
Not knowing how to express his great gratitude 
he took my hand, and said: "I hope my beha-
viour will never give you cause for complaint." 

�������	�	  ����������	�
�����  ���

 

FOLLOWING THE LITURGY THIS MONTH : 
 

 

The last three days of Holy Week are called the Sacred Triduum, in which the 
most significant events of the History of the World happened, the Institution 
of the Holy Eucharist and of the Sacred Priesthood, the Death and Resurrec-
tion of our Saviour! Follow all the ceremonies with devotion. You may read 
the prayers in your own missal, or simply watch the beautiful ceremonies of 
the Church that are taking place in front of your eyes, the altar, the candles, 
the flowers, the incense, the music, all is meant to excite our love for God! 
 

April 1st: First Thursday - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
The Great Day of the Institution of the Priesthood and of the Holy Eucharist. The 
Day Jesus said the First Mass and made the Apostles Priests and Bishops so that the 
Mass will be celebrated until the end of the World for the benefits of men. 
 

April 2nd : First Friday - GOOD FRIDAY 
Day of fast and abstinence. I will follow with great devotion and grief of soul the 
Passion of Jesus for my salvation. He has died for me! What will I do for Him? 
 

April 3rd : First Saturday - HOLY SATURDAY 
Day of silence and mourning in the company of Our Lady 
 

April 4th: EASTER - RESUR-
RECTION OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST 
As He had told His Apostles, 
Our Lord comes back to life, 
this time with a glorious body! 
So it will be for us, after the 
sufferings of this life, we will 
one day enjoy glory in the next 
life, if we deserve it! 
 

April 11th : Low Sunday 
So called so as to show the end 
of the great festivities of the 
week of Easter, the Festival of 
Festivals. 
 

April 18h: Sunday of the Good 
Shepherd 
On that Sunday, we pray espe-
cially for VOCATIONS. May 
the Lord send many labourers to 
the harvest of the souls of men! 
As you know, without priest, 
there is no Mass, no Sacrament. 
So PRAY EARNESTLY! 
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Chapter 1. Religion and the End of Man 
 

B - What is Religion?  
 

Religion is the virtue by which we give to God the honour and service due to Him 
alone as our Creator, Master, and Supreme Lord. It is by religion that we know, love, 
and serve God as He commands us to know, love and serve Him. 
It is by religion, then, that we fulfill the end for which we were made, and so save our 
soul. In order to practice this virtue, we must: 

1. Believe all the truths revealed by God. 
In religion we learn about God and His perfections. We learn something about 
His great love for us. We learn what is right and what is wrong. We learn what 
God commands us to do. We learn about the future that He has prepared for us. 
2.    Carry Out in our lives what we learn about the duties we owe to God, about 
His commands and wishes. Mere knowledge is not religion, and will avail us 
nothing. The devil has knowledge, but he has no religion. Religion includes the 
service of God in fulfilling what we have learned of our duties towards Him.  

Religion is not a matter of feeling; it is a matter of will and of action. 
Our Lord says:  

"Blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it" (Luke 11:28). 
The Apostle St. James said:  

"But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves" (Jac. 1). 
 

C  -  How can we prove that all men  
are obliged to practice religion?  

 
We can prove that all men are obliged to practice religion, because all men are entire-
ly dependent on God, and must recognize that dependence by honouring Him and 
praying to Him. 

1. It is absolutely necessary for us to practice religion. God gives us no choice 
in the matter. Our chief business in life, the business which God commands us to 
attend to, is to go to God. And this depends on our practice of religion. 
2. It is by religion that we fulfill the purpose for which we were created. By 
believing what God has revealed, we know God. By knowing God, we cannot 
help but love Him. By practicing what we learn and obeying God's commands, 
we serve Him. "He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me" (John 14:21). 
3.   Many people spend their lives in a vain pursuit of riches, honors, and pleasu-
res. But these never satisfy the heart of man even on earth. Besides, they have to 
be left behind when the hour of death comes. 
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 Dear Crusaders and Friends, 
 

��t is with a certain joy that we welco-
me the end of Lent, first of all because after many efforts and sacri-
fices, we will enjoy all the more the good things of the Easter sea-

son, and also because after we have witnessed the Passion and Death of 
Our Lord during the last few days, we are happy to see Him risen, glo-
rious and ready to open the gates of Heaven, showing us the way.  
And the way to Heaven is the way of the Cross! 
There is no glory without suffering; without shedding of blood, there is 
no remission of sin, says St Paul. 
This month, you are asked to pray for the sick in their agony; and it is 
important to do so, as the devil launches his attacks at that time when 
the soul is in anguish fearing leave the body, much weakened by sick-
ness and faced with a lifetime of sins, totally unsure of the outcome. 
One of the priest’s main apostolates is to assist the sick on their death-
bed, or at least to bring the last sacraments to them. Therefore pray that 
you and no-one should ever die  without the visit of a priest. 
Also your prayers and good works of this month will go to comfort and 
give hope to the Christians that are persecuted around the world. You 
know that it is not easy to be a good catholic these days. Most of you 
cannot go to daily Mass, have to travel a long way to go to Sunday 
Mass, and most of you will consider that what you do for God is more 
than enough, and the merits then is not for you but for your parents. 
However, there are a lot of children and families being persecuted for 
their faith in the world. They have no access to the sacraments, no 
Mass, no priest. Each year, a number of priests and religious are being 
murderd in many countries. So we are relatively safe in Ireland… Let 
us try to do as much as we can for God! 
Since we approach the great feast of Easter, we will participate in the 
ceremonies as if we were with Our Lord, Our Lady and St John 2000 
years ago. We have so many graces to gain. Remember this life is only 
a journey to the next, from suffering to Glory! 
I wish you a very Happy Easter, and may God shower many graces and 
blessings upon you and your family in this holy season,                            

Father Paul Biérer + 
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�� uring her life Marie encouraged peo-
ple in towns and cities to love and 
worship the Blessed Sacrament, but 

her great hope and desire was to have the 
whole world love and worship Jesus in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament! 

Marie was born in Tours, France on the 
Feast of All Saints, November 1, 1834.  Her 
parents were good and pious Catholics and 
her mother trained her to have a tender and 
special love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  When Marie received her First Com-
munion, she wanted to console the Heart of 
Jesus by making Reparation for the sins of 
men and women around the world.  And this 
idea of Reparation became more and more a 
part of her life as she grew older. 

As a pupil at the convent school run by the 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Marie had the 
special duty of making a wreath of flowers 
for the Repository of the Blessed Sacrament, 
for Holy Thursday.  She loved doing this and 
in order to bring herself nearer to God, she 
would always place behind the flowers a 
little note saying, "O Jesus, grant that Thy 
Eucharistic Life may be my life.  May the 
sufferings that You suffer in the Host, also 
be my sufferings.  And may I die after ha-
ving loved Thee with all my heart!" 
After she finished her schooling, Marie ente-
red a community of nuns which took care of 
orphans, but before long she was told that 
she had no vocation.  She then applied at the 
Convent of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
and they too refused to accept her. 

One day when she was visiting her brother-
in-law, she met St. Peter Eymard, the priest 
who founded the Blessed Sacrament Fa-
thers.  Seeing that she was of good charac-
ter, Fr. Eymard asked her brother-in-law, 

 

 

MARIE MARTHE EMILIA  

TAMISIER (1834 -1910) 

DEVOTED TO THE EUCHARIST  
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"What is this young girl doing here?  You 
must give her to me, for I wish to found a 
Society of Adorers of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Let her come with me, it is her du-
ty!"  

Mlle. Tamisier then entered the Society of 
Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  When she listened to Fr. Eymard 
preaching and saw him say Mass, her love 
for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament increased 
greatly.  He told her, "You belong to the 
blessed Sacrament in life and in death.  One 
is rich with such a treasure!"  After two 
years, Marie went home to look after her 
dying mother.  In time she realized that she 
had no vocation, so she did not return to the 
Society. 
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�� od is really and truly our Friend 
in the truest sense of that word. 
He is our most loving Father, a 

most tender Father. Never was there a 
father or mother on this Earth who loved 
a child as God loves us. The day we un-
derstand this truth will be the happiest 
day of our lives.  

We must always think of God as a God 
of tenderest love. Then we must love 
Him. The only reason why we do not 
love God is that we do not meditate; we 
do not see how good God is; we do not 
pray to God to help us to love Him.  

If we do not meditate, we shall never see 
how good, how sweet God is; we 
shall never be holy, and we shall 
never be happy.  

Why do so few go to daily Mass? 
Mass has exactly the same value as 
the Death of Christ on Mount Calva-
ry. Why do they not go frequently to 
Holy Communion, which is the 
greatest grace God can give them?  

Why do they not enjoy Holy Com-
munion? Why do they not visit God 
in the Blessed Sacrament, though 
they pass the open door of the 
church so often, perhaps many times 
a day?  

They lose all these helps, all these 
consolations, all the strength, all the 
happiness God offers them simply 
because they do not make daily me-
ditation. Meditation is so important 
that nothing can take its place. It is 
not in itself as holy an act as Mass 
or Holy Communion, but it is more 
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important because we cannot hear Mass 
properly nor receive Holy Communion 
devoutly unless we meditate. We cannot 
pray as we should; in fact, we can do 
nothing well unless we meditate. All the 
vocal prayers we can say will not take 
the place of meditation.  

Everyone must banish the thought that 
meditation is difficult or disagreeable. 
That is the great temptation of the devil 
and is an utterly false idea. We repeat 
that meditation is easy, is pleasant and 
brings us graces and blessings that we 
otherwise shall never get.  

Every Catholic is bound to meditate.  

AN EASY WAY TO BECOME A SAINT 
By Fr. O’Sullivan 

Chapter 10  -  MEDITATION (Part 2)  
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Go, my Angel Guardian dear,  

To church for me, -----the Mass to hear.  
Go, kneel devoutly at my place  

And treasure for me every grace.  
At the Offertory time  

Please offer me to God Divine.  
All I have and all I am,  

Present it with the Precious Lamb.  
Adore for me the great Oblation.  

Pray for all I hold most dear  
Be they far or be they near.  

Remember too, my own dear dead  
For whom Christ's Precious Blood was shed.  

And at Communion bring to me  
Christ's Flesh and Blood, my food to be.  

To give me strength and holy grace  
A pledge to see Him face to face  
And when the Holy Mass is done  

Then with His blessing, come back home.  
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� � � � � St Teresa of Avila  
�

Meditation, or mental prayer, is a devout and fruitful consi-
deration of Divine things, and of all that is conducive to the 
acquirement of virtue and of eternal salvation. It is not a 
difficult exercise; it requires attention and reflection, a desi-
re to know God better in order to love Him more. It should 
be done in the company of Our Lady, the saints and your 
guardian Angel. Below is some material to help you. 
 

 

�� appy ears which receive the breathings of the Divine whisper, and take not noti-
ce of the whisperings of this world.  

�
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Quotes from the Saints 
« Every virtue in your soul is a precious ornament which makes you dear to God and 
to man. But holy purity, the queen of virtues, the angelic virtue, is a jewel so precious 
that those who possess it become like the angels of God in Heaven, even though clo-
thed in mortal flesh.» St John Bosco 
�

« Faith believes, hope prays, and charity begs in order to give to others. Humility of 
heart forms the prayer, confidence speaks it, and perseverance triumphs over God 
Himself. » St Peter Julian Eymard 
�

Holy Communion is the shortcut to Heaven - St Pius X 
Holy Communion is the shortest and the safest way to Heaven. 
There are other ways. Innocence for instance, but that is for little children, Penance, 
but we are afraid of it, Generous endurance of the trials of life, but when they come 
we weep and ask to be spared. 
The surest, easiest and shortest way is by the Eucharist.  
 
Jesus appears to Mary after the Resurrection 
The Bible tells us nothing of Our Lord’s appearance to His blessed Mother after His 
Resurrection. It takes it for granted that He must have appeared to her first. As she 
was first in sharing His sufferings, so she was necessarily first in being partaker of 
His joy! 
How Mary had been longing and praying for the Resurrection! How eagerly she had 
been expecting the dawn of that first Easter Day! She had been saying over and over 
again to herself : « I know that my Redeemer liveth! » She knew that the darkness 
would in God’s time usher in glorious morning. This should be my comfort when all 
seems dark. I, too, must pray and wait. 
What a meeting! All her anguish was more than compensated by the ecstasy of her 
joy at beholding her divine Son, radiant with heavenly beauty, conqueror over hell 
and death. See how she falls at his feet in a rapture of delight! See how He raises her 
up with words of love! Oh Happy Easter that brought us back our Redeemer ! 
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Fr. Eymard died in 1868, and since Marie 
could no longer go to him for spiritual direc-
tion, to went to Ars, France, to live for a 
while near the tomb of the holy Cure of Ars 
(St. John Vianney).  There she prayed to find 
out God's Holy Will for her.  Then one day, 
a friend encouraged her to go to Lyons to 
talk to Fr. Chevrier, the "Apostle of 
Tramps" .  This holy priest took in homeless 
boys, who had never received their First 
Communion.  He guided many of them to-
ward the priesthood and sacrificed his life 
for the poor. 

When Mlle. Tamisier went to see Fr. Che-
vrier, she got quite a surprise.  He was dres-
sed in shabby old clothes and was very gruff 
toward her, "You wish to serve God, but 
you know nothing of the Christian life!  It 
is necessary to be a saint and do the works 
of the saints to enter Heaven.  It is necessa-
ry to follow the words of Jesus in the Gos-
pel, 'Go sell what thou hast and give it to 
the poor and then come follow me.'  He 
continued, "Having nothing, you must be-
come a beggar!  Stop the first woman you 
meet and ask her to exchange her clothes 
for yours, cover yourself with rags, and 
then begin to serve the Lord.  When you 
feel you have the strength to live like this, 
come to me and I will gladly direct your 
soul!"  

Poor Marie thought that this was too big of a 
sacrifice to make, so she went back ho-
me.  She liked her nice clothes, her comfor-
table home and her easier way of life.  She 
lost her peace of soul and struggled with 
herself for six months; then she returned to 
Fr. Chevrier, but his words were like ice, 
"Have you made up your mind?  Make it 
up now!  Your vocation is to tramp the 
streets, as a beggar of the Blessed Sacra-
ment!"  

Mlle Tamisier knew that Fr. Chevrier was 
telling her the truth; only she was too much 
of a weakling to obey him.  One day, after 
much praying and suffering, God's grace 
finally changed her heart, and she went back 
to see Fr. Chevrier, saying, "Father, I am 
ready for the sacrifice!"  This was what the 

good priest wanted to hear; he wanted Marie 
to sacrifice her will!  He did not make her 
dress in rags.  He knew all along that she was 
a soul of great quality. 

Fr. Chevrier directed Marie's soul and helped 
her to build a solid foundation of sancti-
ty.  Later he told her, "You will work, but 
you will not see the fruits of your work, and 
you will meet with many difficulties in your 
work of making the Blessed Sacrament 
known and loved." 

On June, 29, 1873, a crowd of people knelt 
in the chapel of the Visitation Nuns, where 
St. Marguerite Mary had seen the visions of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  On that day, sixty 
French Officials and thousands of people, 
knelt before the Blessed Sacrament and 
consecrated themselves and the Government 
of France, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Sud-
denly Marie realized that it would be good to 
have people make pilgrimages to churches 
that were famous for Eucharistic Miracles. 

Fr. Chevrier approved of her plans, and she 
chose a little chapel in Avignon as the first 
place of pilgrimage. Since 1226, the Blessed 
Sacrament had been exposed there day and 
night for adoration, in reparation for the sa-
crileges committed by the Albigensian here-
tics.  Then in 1433, a beautiful miracle took 
place.  The rivers nearby had overflowed and 
the whole area was flooded with water.  So-
me church members went to rescue the Bles-
sed Sacrament from the chapel but when they 
opened the doors, they were amazed to see 
that the waters in the chapel had divided, 
leaving the main aisle and the altar complete-
ly dry!  However to the left and right of the 
aisle, the pews stood in four feet of water! 

From 1873-1874, Marie stayed in Avignon 
arranging for the pilgrimage.  Finally on 
Easter Monday, 1874, all the parishes sent 
pilgrims to the miraculous chapel and Pope 
Pius IX sent his blessing to all the pil-
grims.  A second pilgrimage also took place 
there later, that same year. 

The next pilgrimage took place in 1875, in 
Douai, at the Church of St. Anne.  Here in 
1254, a priest was giving out Communion 
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when he accidentally dropped a Sacred Host 
on the floor.  The Angels picked up the Host 
and carried it to the altar; then suddenly the 
Child Jesus appeared!  News of the miracle 
spread throughout the town and people came 
flocking to the church.  The Host was placed 
in the tabernacle, and later the priest went 
back to the church and opened the tabernacle 
door.  Suddenly a cry arose from the crowd 
of worshippers, "He is there!  See the Beau-
tiful Child, Our Divine Saviour!  At the 
same time the faithful saw Jesus on the cross, 
crowned with thorns, and as a judge!  From 
then on, the people of Douai celebrated the 
miracle every year. 

Later in 1875, another pilgrimage was made 
to the Church of St. John, in Paris, which had 
been built on the spot where a terrible sacri-
lege had taken place.  In 1290, a poor woman 
had sold her dress to a Jewish pawnbroker in 
order to make some money.  But later she 
bargained with the pawnbroker who let her 
wear that pretty dress for Easter, if she would 
bring him a Consecrated Host!  She agreed, 
received Holy Communion, and later, delive-
red the Host to the home of the Jewish pawn-
broker.  Then in front of the woman and his 
own children, the man stabbed the Host with 
a knife several times!  Suddenly, great 
streams of blood gushed from the Host splas-
hing the woman and the children.  The terri-
fied man threw the Host into the fire and it 
floated in the air.  Then he snatched the Host 
from the flames and threw it into a pot of 
boiling water!  

Suddenly the water turned red with blood; 
then it boiled over and flowed onto the 
street.  When a woman saw the blood, she 
entered the house and saw the Host floating 
in the air.  She grabbed a nearby vase, and 
the when the Host lowered Itself into the 
vase, she carried it to the church, where it 
was given great honour!  Later the pawnbro-
ker was arrested and accused of the sacrilege. 

Pilgrimages were made to other local shrines 
as well, but Mlle. Tamisier and her friends 
wanted a national pilgrimage in honour of 
the Blessed Sacrament, so in 1878, a national 

pilgrimage was made to the Church of Faver-
ney.  Meanwhile, Marie had become very 
sick, because she had overworked her-
self.  She went to Fourvière to take care of a 
sick niece and there she met Bishop Dubois 
who was visiting.  He told her, "I believe as 
you do, in the social salvation of the world 
through the Eucharist.  Prepare a letter for 
Pope Leo XIII and I will present it to him in 
Rome." 

The Pope received the letter with great joy, 
"You cannot give me greater pleasure than 
to speak to me about the Eucharist works.  I 
will grant everything for Eucharist works." 

Mlle. Tamisier was overjoyed when Bishop 
Dubois told her what the Pope had said and 
immediately she started making plans for a 
Eucharistic Congress. At the same time she 
worked for the success of a pilgrimage to 
Faverney, and soon became very ill.  Her 
doctor forbade her to go on the pilgrimage to 
Faverney, but she went anyway, and was 
cured! 

Marie did her best to set up the Eucharistic 
Congress for all Nations, but the enemies of 
the Catholic Church, especially those in 
France, were against her.  However, all was 
not lost; she contacted Philibert Vrau and 
Lille became the place of honour for the 
Eucharistic Congress.  This Congress filled 
her heart with great joy; she had reached her 
goal and now she could retire. 

The remaining years of her life were une-
ventful.  She went to live at Issoudun, where 
she took care of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart and she used her money to 
help poor students prepare for the pries-
thood.  During her years of retirement, her 
heart thrilled as she heard news of more and 
more Eucharistic Congresses being set up all 
over the world.  

Marie lived a good and holy life doing the 
Holy Will of God and died on June 20, 
1910.  May we also follow her wonderful 
example and let us pray that she will be ca-
nonized a saint some day.  

The End 
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DRESS AND BEHAVIOUR IN CHURCH 
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St John Berchmans 

 

�� he Altar Server will take care always to be dressed with dignity. Black 
shoes, decent trousers and a white collar shirt. He will also make sure 
that his cassock is clean, free of wax, that his surplice is spotless whi-

te, so that he may shine around the altar and be an honour to the Blessed Sa-
crament, instead of a disgrace…, for the edification of the Angels! 
The Altar boy assists the priest for the greatest function that is ever performed 
by man. As the priest looks after the vestments and the altar with much care, 
the server will handle all the objects used at Mass and Benediction with equal 
care, always bearing in mind that he is there to help the priest and serve God. 
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When going to church, a child should always wear his 
best clothes. One should dress in accordance with the di-
gnity of the person one visits, so while visiting the house 
of God, there is no doubt that one should be dressed the 
best way possible. Yet we see so often children coming to 
Mass in runners, trackpants, clothes and shoes that one 
would use for sports or outdoor activities, sometimes even with dirty clothes 
and muddy shoes! Poverty is not an excuse for sloppiness! And you shouldn’t 
need to have your parents tell you what you should wear. Be reasonnable! 
Boys must wear proper trousers and a shirt (and tie) with a jacket or coat. 
Girls must wear a proper dress or skirt (below the knee, even if wearing sto-
kings), having the shoulders, arms and head covered, even in the summer. 
Modesty is the virtue that should be especially practised in church, « for the 
sake of the Angels », says St Paul, the Angels being the Court of Heaven at-
tending every Mass celebrated in the world (and your own Guardian Angel 
sent by you!), the priests ministering to God and the faithful attending Mass. 
For the sake of the Angels, it is also important that children should behave in 
the church in a fitting manner, being always aware that they are in the house 
of God, being in awe at the presence of God, at the mysteries of the Altar and 
of the Sacraments. It is not easy for large families, but each one from the age 
of reason must be able to understand what is happening at the Altar. Devotion 
is between the soul and God. Following the Mass and the ceremonies in a 
missal will be a great remedy against distractions and disrespect. 


